Broads Authority

25 January 2008

Agenda Item No 13
Broads Authority (Boat Safety Standards) Byelaws 2006

 Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety

	Summary: 
This report recommends that the Authority gives effect to a provision in the Boat Safety Byelaws requiring boat owners to submit evidence of compliance with the byelaws relating to the appropriate vessel upon application for an annual toll.
Recommendation:
That relevant boat owners be required to submit evidence of compliance with the boat safety standards relating to the appropriate vessel upon application for an annual toll.


1
Background
1.1
The Broads Authority (Boat Safety Standards) Byelaws were approved by the Secretary of State on 15 March 2007 and then subsequently introduced to the Broads over a three year period starting from 1 April 2007.

1.2
Under the byelaws boat owners are required to submit evidence to the authority that their vessel/vessels comply with the requirements of the byelaws in order that they may use the navigation area. The byelaws detail basic safety standards for the systems found in vessels and are primarily designed to reduce the risk of fire and explosion which may affect third parties.

1.3
The first phase of the introduction of the byelaws has had a reasonable response with 98% of the hire cruisers affected within the first year demonstrating compliance. However whilst the take up of the standards has been fairly well received by private boat owners, 87% demonstrating compliance, there remains approximately 300 vessels which were licensed in 2007 which did not demonstrate compliance with the byelaws to the Authority.

1.4
As many boat owners affected on the first phase of introduction had already applied and obtained a toll plaque prior to the formal introduction of the Byelaws, the provision in byelaw 6(1) – see para 2.1 of this report -  could not be applied.

1.5
The second introduction phase is to start on the 1 April 2008, and will require that all remaining hire boats and private boats over 11 square metres block area, fitted with relevant systems, comply with the byelaws. This second phase may affect an additional 2,500 vessels.
1.6
Letters have been sent to all affected boat owners to make them aware of the requirement to comply with the byelaws by the relevant date.
2
Byelaw Provisions
2.1
Byelaw 6(1) provides for the Authority to require a person applying to the Authority for a toll receipt to also submit evidence demonstrating that the vessel to which the application relates complies with the requirement of the Boat Safety Standards. 

2.2
To give effect to this byelaw, it is therefore necessary for the Authority now to resolve to require boat owners to submit evidence of compliance with the byelaws relating to the appropriate vessel upon application for an annual toll.
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